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     It was another empowering year of work at Clean Air, and it is a 
privilege to share our annual report, which highlights the community-
based efforts made to fight for a healthier, more just place to live and 
work.
     We saw many successes in existing Clean Air campaigns, including 
the criminal sentencing of Tonawanda Coke, which was ordered to fund 
an $11 million, 10-year health study in the community, among other 
fines. We saw an unprecedented commitment by New York State in the 
contentious peace Bridge plaza project to invest millions of dollars in 
pollution reducing technology in hopes of protecting the asthma stricken 
neighborhood.  We fought and won a compelling victory over Amigone 
Crematory, which had been polluting a Tonawanda neighborhood with 
human ash for two decades.
     In 2014, we embarked upon several new organizing opportunities 
for which we have already seen measurable success. For instance, the 
Buffalo Common Council has begun considering participatory budgeting 
for the City of Buffalo.  Regular working groups comprised of City staff 
and Clean Air members are actively exploring ways to give residents a 
voice in how money is spent in their City. 
     We began a proactive Just Transition campaign around the expected 
closure of NRG’s Huntley Coal plant to shape a vibrant future and 
protect our tax base from decades of vacant industrial property.  While 
the Huntley plant has not yet closed, corporate interests have left closed 
plants vacant for an average of over twenty years while workers, educators, 
and families suffer through the transition.  Clean Air knows that transition 
through the closure of major facilities can—and should—be better.
     Clean Air proudly joined South Buffalo residents to reclaim the air 
and noise quality in the neighborhoods surrounding a concrete demolition 
company.  After ten years of being ignored, our work is now gaining the 
support of key decision makers.  u.S. Senator Charles Schumer visited 
the neighborhood to call for a solution to the constant and harmful 
presence of dust pollution.
     We have continued to fight alongside the workers at the Dupont Yerkes 
facility to improve technology that will protect the safety and health of 
workers inside the plant, and residents who live near it.  partnering with 
organized labor in the fight for air quality and corporate accountability is 
both a Clean Air priority and essential to our success at Dupont, as well 
as in each of our campaigns.
     Going forward, Clean Air will continue its fight in and around Western 
New York to ensure residents have a voice in their own health and air 
quality.

Sean e. Cooney
Clean Air Board Co-Chair

ouR MISSIoN
The Clean Air Coalition builds power by developing grassroots leaders who 
organize their communities to run and win environmental justice and public 
health campaigns in Western New York.

ouR VISIoN
The Clean Air Coalition envisions a world where our environment promotes health 
and equity and where communities are actively engaged in decisions that impact 
their lives.

ouR VALueS
• Leadership Development
• Environmental Justice
• Democratic Decision-making
• Resident Knowledge
• Appreciation, Recognition and Celebration

NoTe FRoM THe BoARD oF DIReCToRS



The problem
Excluding communities impacted by air pollution in 
trucking infrastructure planning

Buffalo knows something about building huge highways through 
neighborhoods without speaking to the people who live there. In 
the 1960s, New York State Route 33 was built through the middle 
of the east Side, a historically African American neighborhood, 
with little input from the people who live there.  The West Side’s 
story isn’t much different. Despite being highly impacted by the 
international truck crossing, residents have been systematically 
excluded from decision making about the proposed expansion 
of the plaza and the day-to-day operations of the peace Bridge 
Authority. So when we heard the Department of Transportation 
was planning to spend $40 million in highway infrastructure on 
the West Side, a community of color with a large number of non-
english speakers, Clean Air engaged to ensure that the people 
most impacted by the project would be included.

The action
Clean Air led a massive public outreach effort that included 
over 3,000 phone calls, 1,500 door knocks, and over 2,000 
pieces of mail. We stepped up our efforts when NYS DoT refused 
to translate outreach materials, provide translation at public 
meetings, or publish meeting notices within the timeframe 
required by law. Clean Air hosted bilingual workshops for residents 
to learn more about the projects and supported residents 
developing comments. Three Clean Air members also filed a civil 
rights complaint against the NYS DoT with support from 150 
residents who believed they had been cut out of the process.

The solution
As a result of the civil rights complaint, the NYS DoT dramatically 
changed their public outreach process. over 3,000 invitations 
were hand delivered to impacted homes in six different languages, 
meeting notices were translated into six languages, the state hired 
an outreach director, translated meeting posters that were posted 
in the community, and provided translators at public meetings.

CIVIL RIGHTS GReeN BuFFeRS

The problem
Air pollution and asthma on Buffalo’s West Side

Studies have found that nearly 45% of West Side households 
have someone with a respiratory illness. Diesel exhaust has 
been declared a human carcinogen by the World Health 
organization. every day, 4,000 trucks and 20,000 cars pass 
through the neighborhood to and from the peace Bridge 
plaza, the nation’s third-largest land port. The West Side 
of Buffalo is an environmental justice neighborhood; the 
people who live there are majority low-income and people of 
color. Two-thirds of international truck traffic in the region is 
processed in their neighborhood.

The action
In 2014, our membership hosted urban Biofilter, an oakland-
based organization that designed and implemented green 
buffers to protect vulnerable neighborhoods from air pollution.  
Green buffers are vegetation that protects neighborhoods 
from diesel exhaust, noise and light from traffic. We held 
a community workshop and facilitated meetings between 
urban Biofilter and the NYS DeC, peace bridge Authority and 
Buffalo Common Council. our members met with all nine 
Common Council members and earned over six media hits on 
air pollution problems.

The solution
This fall, the peace Bridge Authority announced it will spend 
$3 million on green infrastructure to improve air quality 
and buffer the neighborhood from diesel exhaust. A ground-
breaking on the project is expected in 2015.  



The challenge
For decades, people who live and work in Tonawanda have 
both benefited from and seen the costs of burning coal. The 
Huntley coal plant has generated power, provided union jobs and 
contributed significantly to the region’s tax base. But the plant 
has also contributed to the region’s high levels of air pollution 
and chronic illness. In 2014, Clean Air issued a report showing 
the plant is losing money and is at risk of retirement. How do 
we ensure that the closure of the plant isn’t on the back of the 
workers and community members?

The solution
In response, Clean Air has led a movement of workers and 
community residents in developing a transition plan that will 
improve the environment, protect workers and ensure strong 
schools and local governments for years to come. 

In 2014, Clean Air convened a series of community assemblies 
to give residents and workers who would be impacted by 
the plant closure a voice in the future of the site. Volunteer 
delegates from these assemblies have since come together to 
move forward the various projects, services, and landmarks that 
community members would like to see shape the future of their 
neighborhoods. Clean Air also held the first local Just Transition 
Conference in June, bringing together world-leading experts 
on movement building, coal finance, renewable energy, and 
sustainable and democratic community development to provide 
us with tools, techniques, and case studies that can support our 
fight for a Just Transition in the Tonawanda area.

JuST TRANSITIoNS



The challenge
In 2013, the Tonawanda Coke Corporation was convicted of 
violating 14 environmental laws and needlessly putting the lives of 
people in Tonawanda and the surrounding areas at risk. In addition 
to jail time for the plant’s environmental control manager, the 
sentencing included possible fines of up to $200 million. In June 
2013, Clean Air organized participatory Budgeting assemblies 
so that the community could have a say in how up to 25% of 
the fines would be spent – ideally, in the community on projects 
that would remediate or prevent pollution in the neighborhoods 
directly affected by Tonawanda Coke and other polluters like it, 
instead of solely being sent back to the u.S. Treasury. Residents of 
Tonawanda, Grand Island, and surrounding areas gathered together 
to brainstorm, develop, and then vote on projects like pollution 
prevention workshops, worker safety training, and tree plantings.

The result
In 2014, after many months of anticipation and many years 
of community organizing, Judge William Skretny sentenced 
Tonawanda Coke to pay more than $25 million in fines and 
sentenced Mark Kamholz, the company’s environmental control 
manager, to a year and a day in prison, plus a $20,000 fine.

While the sentencing was an historic event and important victory 
for the community, Clean Air will continue to fight outside of the 
courtroom to obtain funding for and implement projects that reflect 
residents’ needs and desires.

When the judge sentenced Tonawanda Coke to $25 million in 
fines, Clean Air began organizing to ensure the voices of the 
people most impacted by the plant had a say in how those 
funds were distributed. More than 700 residents and workers 
organized to brainstorm and vet projects, finalize a ballot and 
vote on the projects they wanted to see funded.

Through the process in Tonawanda, we realized that budgeting 
is central to all the work we do. often our work is about 
redirecting resources – whether it’s getting enough funding to 
the NYS DeC to ensure they have the manpower to enforce 
laws, or to our neighborhoods to rebuild roads that trucks have 
destroyed.

In 2014 we led the movement to bring participatory 
Budgeting to the City of Buffalo. our members spoke at the 
pB conference in oakland, California, and worked to get the 
Buffalo Common Council to pass a resolution to explore how 
to implement pB in Buffalo. We now have a working group 
made up of residents from all nine Council Districts.
                                                                                          

I’m most looking forward 
to our victory with Participatory 
Budgeting. All of the talking in 
freezing cold weather, taking 
grandkids everywhere, going to 
meetings, and helping people at the 
office would mean so much more 
as the project comes together as a 
whole, piece by piece, and seeing it 
come full circle.”

—Tangia Delk

pARTICIpAToRY BuDGeTING TonAwAnDA CoKE SEnTEnCing

My favorite memories 
from 2014 were the trip to the 
Participatory Budgeting Conference 
in Oakland and all of our meetings 
at City Hall. They contributed a new 
perspective on what money we can 
pull in for PB!”

—Tangia Delk



The challenge
For over 20 years, residents of the Tonawanda neighborhood near the 
Amigone Crematory on Sheridan Drive have experienced foul odors, 
noise, ash, and smoke coming from the facility and landing in their 
backyards. Many residents were unable to open their windows or spend 
time in their backyards due to the suffocating conditions, and it was 
common to find cars, patio furniture, or toys covered in human ash. 
In 2012, Clean Air and members in the neighborhood successfully 
organized to have operations at the crematory ceased. However, in 
2014, Amigone made moves to reopen the crematory, even though 
very little had been done to prevent the experiences of human ash on 
barbecues and smoke coming in windows from being repeated again.

The solution
Members immediately began researching ways to keep the crematory 
from impeding their quality of life, and soon found that the crematory 
was only allowed to operate in a residential neighborhood because the 
erie County Legislature had granted the business a cemetery zoning 
status nearly 25 years prior. The crematory would not be allowed to 
reopen if a resolution was passed to reverse that decision. Members 
worked tirelessly, meeting with members of the Legislature, phone 
banking, getting signatures for petitions, and working with the media 
to support the passage of the resolution. In october 2014, with rousing 
support from Legislator Kevin Hardwick insisting that lawmakers are 
bound to “put people over profits, people over politics,” the resolution 
passed and the crematory was prevented from reopening permanently!
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Claire & George Camann
eugene Marcaccio
Jennifer Walowitz
Carlos and Joan Diaz
Charles, Linda, Michael & Andrew        
     Vallone
Jason and Marie Crosby
Lana Michaels Connors
Jackie and Robert Lonski
Bonita Marie Ryan
Art Klein
ellen M. Wood
Jackie & Norman Weaver
Sara Gordon
Diane Lemanski
Barbara J. Mancuso
Charlie Flynn
Jill & Jan Weaver
Cheryl & Jack Viola
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Tommy L. Champion
Gary S. and Sue Novits
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Frank & Kathie Capozzi
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Joaquin H. Rodriguez
Diane evans
Dr. Bruce & Karen Sckolnick
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Rick D. Davis Jr.
Dean pavlakis and patricia Christian
Jean Crump and Ronald Malec
Carol A. Fritsch
Sharon White
David J. Hill
Sue Kelley
James Caskie & erin Robinson
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Ronald and Carolyn Meegan
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Bekah Starr & Michael R. o’Brien
Jenna n. Koch
Nicole Roberts
Kevin R. Hardwick
p. Joshua Wilson
Carmina Silvaroli
Joyce Gugino
Thomas W. Lozinsky Jr.
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Richard Taft
Diana Strablow
Adrienne A. Sakavicius
Samuel Scinta Jr.
Mark McLellan
Jim Damon
David Terry & Julia Miska
Mary Lynn & John Daily
Amy Zeller
Norman C. Weaver
Michael Fiels
Brandon Absher
Anne L. Matjeka
Glenn, Jen, Jessica, & Ben Ratajczak
Charlene & Neal J. Hodgson
paul Wie Jr.
Bill Scheider
Teresa Thom
Ron Scott
Bill & Geraldine pilkington
M. Jewel Lukacz
Michael oliver
Brian, Lora, Jack & Kate Mcgowan
erin Heaney
Brian Borncamp
Marge price
Nancy Lazarski
Diane and Robert eshelman
Lindsay Amico
Suzanne Toomey Spinks
Stacy L. Watson
Janet engel
evelyn Meinhold
Tangia Delk
Virginia & Lawrence Golden
Whitney Crispell & Sean Cooney
Cheryl Seifert
Nancy A. Varco
William Yelder
Lisa Jo Schaeffer
Ron LaBuda
Jennifer & Mark Gottdiener
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Dennis Wojcik
Roger Cook
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David Reilly
Wayne I. Alt
Jeffrey Shervan
Christian eshelman
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I have worked with 
Clean Air for over seven years 
and during that time have found 
myself increasing my support in 
terms of time, energy, and financial 
contributions.  In over 35 years 
of working on community health 
issues, I have not worked with an 
organization that is even close to 
Clean Air in terms of true grassroots 
and membership-driven operation 
and tangible, substantive benefits to 
the communities in which it works. 
I believe that Clean Air’s emphasis 
on participatory democracy 
is vital in solving the pressing 
issues of our day, many of which 
are environmental, and that the 
broad-minded, inclusive problem-
solving approach Clean Air uses in 
addressing environmental problems 
in our communities is an important 
key to long-term positive change. I 
am looking forward to many more 
years of working closely with Clean 
Air to create a healthier environment 
and a more just society.”

—Bill Scheider

AMIGoNe



DoNoRS
Judy Lewis
Arthur A. Russ
Robyn e. Botsch
Karen Krzesinski
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Mittoolihan Hoolihan
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Bill Wachob
Terry Mickelson
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Gregory Hoffman
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Michael J. LoCurto
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Nancy e. Falletta
Raymond C. Vaughan
Vickie & Mitch Rubin
Germain Harnden
Craig and Linda Yax
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Nancy & Frank Gaglione
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Colin o’Malley
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Samantha R. Snyder
Jennifer Diagostino

Allen Street Consulting
Ben & Jerry’s Foundation
Canisius College
Collins and Collins Attorneys LLC
Communications Workers of America Local 1122
Communications Workers of America Local 1133
Communications Workers of America Local 1168
Cooke & Steffan Attorneys at Law
Delta Sonic
Dolce and panepinto
Duggan & pawlowski LLp
eastman Foundation
erie County Democrats Committee
Fitness First
GeICo Direct
Health Foundation of Western & Central NY
Hip Gypsy
Independent Health Association, Inc.
John R. oishei Foundation
Kenmore garden Club
Lansky Sharpeners

Lexington Real Foods Co-op Inc.
Lexus pursuit of potential
LifeCell Dx Inc.
Lipsitz and ponterio LLC
LuSH Cosmetics LLC
Mid-City office equipment Inc.
Neglia Conservatory of Ballet
Northtown Automotive Companies
Riverside Salem united Church of Christ
Rockefeller Family Fund, Inc.
Schwab Charitable Fund
Solidago Foundation
St. Christopher Roman Catholic Church Society
The energy Foundation
The Hahn Family Foundation
The Heinz endowments
The Tides Center
uB School of public Health and Health professions
uSW Local 6992
Western New York Area Labor Federation AFL-CIo
Willow Ridge Garden Club

INSTITuTIoNAL SuppoRTeRS
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Gordon McGuire & B. Fay Northrup
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edward L. Smith, III
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James Grunebaum & penelope prentice
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ellen & Michael powers
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Kate olena
Steven Baglio
Ray Weil Jr.
Derek Seidman
James p. Heaney

In 2007 the Board of the 
Community Foundation for Greater 
Buffalo committed to the protection 
and restoration of the environment as 
one of its four principal programmatic 
focus areas.

Since that time, the Foundation 
has ‘connected people, ideas and 
resources’ to foster environmental 
stewardship in WNY. This includes 
the formation of the Western New 
York Environmental Alliance and 
support for its ‘Shared Agenda 
for Action.’ Central to this agenda 
is environmental justice and the 
protection of our residents from the 
impacts of toxic pollution.

The Clean Air Coalition has proven 
itself to be one of the most effective 
environmental organizations in WNY 
and through its tenacious efforts, has 
greatly impacted the health of our 
community and its environment.

As a board member of the CFGB, I 
take great pride in the Foundation’s 
continuing support of Clean Air.”

—Richard Stockton



WHAT We RAISeD

WHAT We SpeNT

2014 Staff
erin Heaney, executive Director
Rebecca Newberry, Community organizer
Natasha Soto, Community organizer
Rachel Todd, Development Coordinator
Melanie prasad, National organizing Institute Spring Fellow

2014 Board of Directors

2014 Interns

erin Robinson, president
Brian Weil, Vice president
David Hill, Secretary
Michael pacifico, Treasurer
Joy Africano
emily Battaglia
Sean Cooney

Ronald LaBuda
Cheryl Lyles-Lakomy
Ronald Meegan
Michael o’Brien
Kevin Powers
James Simon

Thank you to:
Rachel Bridges
Terry Mickelson, Kallie Campbell, and Staff at Allen Street Consulting
James Heaney at Bicycle Creative

Flora Cardoni
Alex Fisher
Sarah Hoffman

Brittany Jensen
Ashton Rooney
Abby Sullivan

programs 
$184,663.43 (72%)

Management and Admin 
$57,389.72 (22%)

Fundraising
$26,444.71 (10%)

expeNSeS           $254,655.76

INCoMe            $283,062.89

The progress we’ve made in 2014 has been incredible—
and none of it would have happened without you! 

our supporters and members make it possible for Clean Air to take on the big, tough 
fights for a healthier Western New York. Go to cacwny.org/donate today to become a 
sustaining supporter of our work in 2015 by contributing $5, $10, or $20 a month. 

We promise there are great things to come!

“My favorite memory in 2014 
was going to the Justice Works 
Conference in Albany with the 
Clean Air group and seeing the 
different people from all over 
the state coming together and 
working on one common goal!”

—Sue Kelly

Individuals and Special events
$85,013.22 (30%)

Fee for Service
$38,366.10 (14%)

Grants
$159,700.00 (56%)


