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Hello everyone

I want to speak about three issues today with regard to Tonawanda Coke and Mr. J. D. Crane.

First, I want to talk about the role of the scientific studies and the data that has been collected.

Most know that I am a chemistry professor with nearly 35 years of experience in the chemical analysis of air pollutants. I have evaluated the results of the DEC’s year long studies, I have compared the data to the existing data from the Toxic Release Inventory reports of Tonawanda Coke, and have looked carefully at the results of the recent sampling of benzene emissions taken by the EPA.

I compare those data and conclusions to the statements in letters from Tonawanda Coke, the latest from Mr. Crane.

There are two results.

The first is that there is sufficient detailed data to know that dangerous benzene concentrations are emitted by Tonawanda Coke, and that it is the most significant emission in this area.

The argument that Mr. Crane makes that the benzene from automobile traffic is a more serious source is NOT supported by data, and in fact is ruled out by the careful studies accomplished by DEC and EPA.  This is simply an attempt to confuse, distract and mislead community members and our elected leaders.  

It is interesting that there are NO scientific experts cited to support Mr. Crane’s contentions.

The data is sufficient and supports the community’s request for ACTION NOW, to implement a plan to reduce Benzene emissions immediately.

A second issue I would like to address is responsibility.  The record of Mr. Crane’s coking operations in Detroit, Erie and Tonawanda is consistent with a lack of responsibility. In Detroit, we know that he abandoned the coke plant to the city and state for cleanup, leaving the costs to the taxpayers of the poorest city in the nation.

In Erie, the operations at Erie Coke led to million dollar fines by the state of Pennsylvania.

In Tonawanda, he denies responsibility for improving the emissions by trying to distract us with bogus arguments about the company’s environmental impact.

This track record is consistent and clear. 

But an important point gets lost in this. This record is not only dangerous to the residents and communities, but it is insulting to the companies in this area that work hard to limit emissions, work with government agencies to comply with regulations and improve environmental performance. 

The business community needs to insist on corporate responsibility among themselves. Regulations can go so far, and in our community we don’t want to discourage good business from employment and economic growth. But that means some community responsibility lies with the business leaders themselves.

Finally, I’ve heard alot about Mr. Crane as a person. We’ve never met, so I cannot be certain of the accuracy of all these depictions of his personality and character. One member of my church who had worked on site at Tonawanda Coke, told me he was a tough man and had a reputation for stern behavior. (He used more colorful terms than “tough” and “stern”).

I’ve heard this characterization many times. Mr. Crane has declined invitations to engage with the community and ignored attempts to work as neighbors together to improve conditions in Tonawanda.  The letter from his lawyer, Mr. Slater, stated that Mr. Crane was a good citizen because he paid taxes.

I have a couple of conclusions about this information. First, how tough is someone who hides behind his reputation and will not engage the community. This is the act of a coward, not a tough guy.  Second, Mr. Crane and Tonawanda Coke pay their taxes and employ people. This is the basic responsibility of business and citizenship. It is not enough to do this and claim to be a GOOD citizen.  

Engaging as a citizen for the betterment of the community is one part of GOOD citizenship. 

Paying taxes and meeting his legal responsibilities means he’s just a citizen.

I’ll close by repeating my first request.   

The data is sufficient and supports the community’s request for ACTION NOW, to implement a plan to reduce Benzene emissions at Tonawanda Coke immediately.

Let’s all get to work, with or without Mr. Crane.
