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Clean Air Coalition plans rally outside Tonawanda Coke plant 
Residents ask plant owner for a plan to reduce deadly benzene emissions

Tonawanda, N.Y. – Members of the Clean Air Coalition of Western New York will rally on October 7 at 5:30 p.m. outside the Tonawanda Coke plant on River Road. The “Rally for Clean Air” has been organized in response to the plant owner’s refusal to meet with concerned citizens and acknowledge the conclusions of an air quality study recently released by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation that found Tonawanda Coke responsible for more than half of the region’s benzene emissions. 

“The Coalition members have reached out to J.D. Crane on numerous occasions in the hopes of having a reasonable conversation about finding a solution to the benzene emissions coming from his plant,” said Erin Heaney, director of the Clean Air Coalition. “On October 7th, he won’t be able to ignore us any longer – we’re going to him.”   

"JD Crane needs to clean up his act so the rest of us can breathe," said Jeani Thomson, a Tonawanda resident and board member of the Clean Air Coalition. 

Concerned citizens are invited to join the rally.  The Coalition will host a member meeting Monday, September 28, at 7 p.m. at the Sheridan Parkside Community Center at 169 Sheridan Parkside Drive to prepare for the rally and educate new members. 

The Clean Air Coalition invited Crane to a community meeting in May to talk about health issues.  Despite dozens of letters from residents, Crane did not attend the meeting. Crane has also been unresponsive to legislators who have requested a plan for reducing Tonawanda Coke’s emissions. 

The DEC’s year-long $600,000 study revealed current levels of carcinogenic benzene to be about 100 times the New York State guidelines in certain areas and concluded Tonawanda Coke emits 70% of benzene in the region. EPA studies have also concluded that point source benzene pollution was at least partly responsible for increased cancer risk across Erie and Niagara Counties. 

Benzene has been classified as a Class A carcinogen by the Environmental Protection Agency and can have deadly effects on those that are exposed to it for long periods of time or in high levels. Benzene is linked with numerous cancers, particularly leukemia, and numerous respiratory and skin diseases.

###

The Clean Air Coalition of Western New York is a community-based organization that informs and organizes residents to prevent and reduce pollution.  Our members envision a WNY  where residents have the information, skills and desire to make their communities healthy, sustainable and green.  CAC is creating a constituency of citizens that hold leaders accountable for our community’s health and creates a political cost for those who fail to take necessary action.

