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Speak-Out on Dangerous Air Pollution in Tonawanda

Residents Invite Owner of Tonawanda Coke, J.D. Crane, to Listen to their Personal Stories of Sickness  

(Tonawanda/ Kenmore, NY) Residents of the City and the Town of Tonawanda, Kenmore, and Riverside along with the Clean Air Coalition of WNY (CACWNY) held a speak out today and shared their personal stories of illness caused by air pollution with the invited guest and owner of one of the area’s largest industrial air emitters, JD Crane of Tonawanda Coke Corp (TCC).  Jackie James-Creedon, Director of the CACWNY, explains ”The timing was right for our community people to share their personal stories of how JD Crane’s air pollution has affected so many people in these communities.  A few months ago, the CACWNY along with Legislator Michele Iannello (D- Kenmore) and Senator Antoine Thompson (D-Buffalo)  reached out to JD Crane asking him to sit down  to hear our community’s concerns and to help him obtain funding to install air pollution controls on his factory.  We received letters from Tonawanda Coke’s lawyers declining both meetings.  This is a personal fight now: J.D. Crane’s air pollution is affecting the health of our community and we are ready to fight for our right to breathe clean air and raise our children in a healthy community!”


Within the last six months the seriousness of TCC’s air pollution has come to the forefront with the release of a Department of Environmental Conservation year long air monitoring project in the community.  The results revealed current levels of carcinogenic benzene to be about 100 times the N.Y. State guidelines in certain areas.    According to the 2006 NYS Toxics Release Inventory, Tonawanda Coke released 9,568 pounds of benzene which constituted over 95% of the single-point source benzene emissions in Erie and Niagara Counties!  And in the same year, the EPA released the results of its National-Scale Air Toxics Assessment, which indicated that point source benzene pollution was partly responsible for increased cancer risk across Erie and Niagara Counties, illustrating the far reaching effects of benzene emissions from Tonawanda Coke.

Benzene has been classified as a Class A carcinogen by the Environmental Protection Agency and can have deadly effects on those that are exposed to it for long periods of time or in high levels. Benzene is known to be responsible for a number of health disorders, and is linked with cancers including various leukemia’s.. In addition, respiratory problems, skin problems, and blood disorders are linked to benzene exposure. Sources of benzene include tobacco smoke, motor vehicles, petroleum refining and distribution, coke ovens, burning of coal, rubber tire manufacturing, and gasoline service stations.  


Most recently the fight for clean air in Tonawanda has gained some political support. The Erie County Legislature, the City of Tonawanda and the Town of Tonawanda all passed resolutions calling on Tonawanda industries and specifically Tonawanda Coke Corp. to reduce their toxic air pollution 

10th District Erie County Legislator Michele Iannello stated, "We need to reduce the overall threshold of air pollutants. Not only for the health of our residents today, but for our children so that they can breathe clean air and be spared from getting sick.  In collaboration with Tonawanda Coke and the other industries in my district by taking steps to reduce the levels of toxins, I have called for the removal of the Grand Island tolls which will reduce the levels of carcinogens from the idling cars and trucks that add to the overall threshold." 
Besides the threat of air pollution from mobile sources along route I-190 in Tonawanda and  Tonawanda Coke Corp, Tonawanda’s industrial area along River Road is home to 44 other air permitted facilities.  This area is inundated with a host of cancer causing air pollutants and is the state’s most air polluted community.

Ann Sciandra, a Kaufman Ave resident is very concerned, “On any given day, depending on how the wind is blowing, we get contaminated air.  It has gotten to a point – where you are afraid to even step outside.  Especially when you step out your door and smell the burning tar smell or the rotten egg smell.  And know that if you stay outside – you will have a headache – or worse, cancer. I lost my mother to cancer five years ago and I am concerned for the rest of my family.  We are in the center of something that is much bigger.”
Finally, N.Y. State Senator Antoine Thompson (D-Buffalo) supports the CACWNY’s efforts and stated, "Many environmental concerns have been raised regarding emissions from Tonawanda Coke Corp. out of concern for the health and safety of the citizens in the surrounding communities.  I am willing to do whatever I can in the fight for cleaner air." 
To learn more about the CACWNY and/or to volunteer, call: (716) 873-5608, e-mail jen@cacwny.org or visit www.cacwny.org.



