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Love Canal’s Lois Gibbs Joins Tonawanda’s Fight for Clean Air
(Tonawanda/ Kenmore, NY) The Clean Air Coalition of Western New York (CACWNY) welcomed Lois Gibbs, known widely around Western New York and the nation for her work at Love Canal in the 1970’s, to Tonawanda, N.Y. today  Thirty years after the first national environmental disaster at Love Canal, area groups are still fighting to preserve their right for clean water, soil and air. Ms. Gibb’s is in town to help with the CACWNY’s fight for clean air. The CACWNY is a group of concerned Kenmore, Tonawanda, and Riverside community residents focusing on monitoring, identifying, and reducing environmental air pollution in their community.  

Jackie James- Creedon, a leader in the CACWNY explains, “Our community is very pleased that Lois Gibbs has joined us in our efforts today.  Ms. Gibbs is bringing to our group a wealth of knowledge and expertise to initiate our canvassing campaign directed at the owner of one of the biggest air polluters in our community, Tonawanda Coke Corp (TCC).” Ms James- Creedon continues, “Last November we reached out to the owner of TCC, JD Crane, by sending a letter to him addressing our concerns regarding TCC’s air emissions and how they are affecting the health of our community.  To our disappointment, we received a reply from TCC’s lawyers last month declining our request. In response, the CACWNY will initiate a petition directed at J.D Crane. Ms. Gibbs is in town to lend us her help with initiating our canvassing campaign. This April, the CACWNY will be going door to door calling on our residents for their support by asking for signatures to a sign on letter to Mr. Crane”. 
According to the 2006 NYS Toxics Release Inventory, Tonawanda Coke released 9,568 pounds of benzene which constituted over 95% of the single-point source benzene emissions in Erie and Niagara Counties!  And in 2006, the EPA released the results of its National-Scale Air Toxics Assessment, which indicated that point source benzene pollution was partly responsible for increased cancer risk across Erie and Niagara Counties, illustrating the far reaching effects of  benzene emissions from Tonawanda Coke.

In November 2008, the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) released results of a year long study which found high levels of benzene in the air. One DEC air monitor indicated that the average annual benzene level exceeded the New York State guideline by a factor of nearly one hundred.  This was just further evidence that air pollutants from TCC need to be reduced. Formaldehyde, another known carcinogen and emitted by TCC, levels were highly elevated in the study as well. 
Ann Sciandra, a Kaufman Ave resident is very concerned, “On any given day, depending on how the wind is blowing, we get contaminated air.  It has gotten to a point – where you are afraid to even step outside.  Especially when you step out your door and smell the burning tar smell or the rotten egg smell.  And know that if you stay outside – you will have a headache – or worse, cancer. I lost my mother to cancer five years ago and I am concerned for the rest of my family.  We are in the center of something that is much bigger.”
Besides Tonawanda Coke Corp, the residential area surrounding Kaufman and Sawyer Ave in Tonawanda is surrounded by 44 other air permitted facilities.  This area is inundated with a host of cancer causing air pollutants and is the state’s most air polluted community. Lois Gibbs adds “Air pollution has no boundaries and travels past the Kaufman-Sawyer area affecting the health of all WNY people. And something else……..
Michele Iannello (D), Kenmore, Erie County Legislator is a strong  CACWNY supporter and explains “"No one knows the dangers polluting can have on our communities better than Lois Gibbs. Our families deserve to know that the air they breathe is safe. That is why I am calling on Governor Paterson to use funds from the President's stimulus package to help companies retrofit their equipment to raise environmental standards."

Benzene has been classified as a Class A carcinogen by the Environmental Protection Agency and can have deadly effects on those that are exposed to it for long periods of time or in high levels. Benzene is known to be responsible for a number of health disorders, and is linked with cancers including various leukemia’s.. In addition, respiratory problems, skin problems, and blood disorders are linked to benzene exposure. Sources of benzene include tobacco smoke, motor vehicles, petroleum refining and distribution, coke ovens, burning of coal, rubber tire manufacturing, and gasoline service stations.  

To learn more about the CACWNY and/or to volunteer, call: (716) 873-5608, e-mail jen@cacwny.org or visit www.cacwny.org.



